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WhyI
like Myke

£ we gardeners only knew what was
going on both above and below the
soil as we labour away, we would be
astonished.”*

Millions of insects uﬁseen in our world,f -

millions more in the ground, and untold
millions of soil organisms are working=*

away. The presence of these organisms in - A

the soil isn’t something I used to spend
much time contemplating, -

Up to the tnneIsawtheeﬁ‘ectﬂlatfungL
specifically mycorrhizal fungi, had on my-
plants, I pretty much thought the earth-.
worm was the only thmg in the soﬂ that
matiered. kL o

Let me explzﬁi couple of 3 years ago, I: ‘~

received several ¢ontainers of a product .
called Myke. It sat in my garage the first
planting season, then last year I decided

I'd try some. I followed the directions, put '

the recommended amount down in the
plantmg holes for some of my annuals,
both in the garden and in containers. I
used the type for trees and shrubs for some
shrubs thatIplanwd in a new bed near the
house. Iused the vegetable type fortb

- -——naturaﬂymcurrmg ‘beneficial soil ¢

What is Myke? Mycorrhizal fungi are

isms. TheLaﬁnwordmycormeansfun -
gus and rhiza is root. These fungi havea- |
* symbiotic, or mutually beneficial, relatlon-
ship with plant roots in soil. The mycor- .
__rhizae create filaments, or threads, on the |
“roots. They are basically extensions of the
_toot system, enlarging the surface-absorb- :
mgareaoftherootsbleO-lOOOt]mes i g
you increase the surface area of the roots,

" | single thimbleful of soil. They help tg,in
| peratures and soil toxins. ;5

they’'ll be able to take up more numents
andwate R A

In exchange the fungus receives essen-
tial.sugars and compounds from rootsto .
fuel its own growth. This symbiotic rela- -
t10nsh1p is one of the ongest and most suc-
cessful in nature: SN :
. There are a host of benefits to garden
plants when Myke is used. The Jmproved
nutrient absorption increases fruitand'.:;, . -
" flower production. It improves disease re-
i sistance, and lessens transplant shock::";
There are several miles of filaments in

- I must admit that when I first read the " *
- packagmg, and tried to understand exactly

| tow Myke worked, my eyes glazed aver 3;
’ jf;mlike they used to in thh schqol phys1cs,

uddleia (butterﬂy bush) and Cotmus X
“Grace, (smoke free) that I'planted on the *
south side of my Hotise (where" tempera- .
. tures éasily reach 40 C.’in summery .

thrived. The tomatoes were bigger than
they ever have been._ The €0SIMOS Were - .,; s

hugergg”; o L

, ItwaswhenIpu]leduptheannuaJsm i

fall and saw how massive the root systems®

- were that I was truly convinced. It'sno ¢

. wonder the plants did so well. Their root

‘ systems were twice as large as those of =
plants that 1 dldn’t plant with Myke. Will I

. Chm g ] |
: ofoontamerplants in theworld,has been 3

" using eiglit differént types of mycorrhlzae*‘ :
-_ mthe:r soﬂ mixes forthepasttwoy S. i1
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